













Director's Report

It seems like everything we do right now is done through  the lens of safety. Every prt›gram. 
event, volunteer activity  -- even feeding  the birds — has try be vetted to k•ep people and 
wildlife safe as best w'e can. I‘m  s‹i grateful  to the staff for constantly weighing tiptions for 
r••pwams to maximize safety  ref tour vi.sitters and participants. Tfieir creativity  anti sincere 
concern for r›ur members is unmatclieti.
Thanks to true ililigence and dedication, and thanks to Rein,q an orgariizutitin that aims to get 
people outside, we”ve been able to adapt. We're cleaning m‹ire often -- surfaces, equipment, bird 
feeders, hands, masks -- all in an et7ort to keep ourselves and
o                                        atelyqii's being outside that is the most important  and 
safest factor of all.
And thankfully that's not too hard for us. Outdoor School, Homesehool  prt›grams, and *U     
Naturalists” w'ill. continue since they are all outdt›ors. Our nature and birding walks co.ntinue. 
'\Yecd Warriors” are trained an‹i can go help maintain the pre- serves ‹.›n their ‹*w'n time. Our 
new “Babies in a Backpack‘" rind Well.ness Walks” will help people GX§ltire the preserves, make new 
friends and perhaps learn a little something alonpg the way. Ttellness Is a new pro'ram theire fr.r 
PVAS, and m‹ire impcirtant than ever when beinp outdoors in nature is invaluable medicine.
We were even able to participate in United Way's Day of Caring after last year‘s hiattts caused by 
COC'.ID.  Crante‹i, it u'as simplified; smaller in numbers of ¥'r›lunteers and hCld only at our 
Cool Spring Preserve. But the 25 volunteers were able to distance, musk up when iiixtance wzsn"t 
fetisible, an.d stay en- tirely riutdorirs while painting, deconstructing the bick deck, and 
planting a new Monarch Waystation and pt›llinator garden. This
.rs such a wonderful day ft›r us, rind we nre grateful to the United Way for sponstiring the event 
and to the volunteers who partici- pate. It's a lift tt› have so many projects completed at once. 
h4any hands get so much done.
We're also pleased and relieved that the mysterious bird illness has subsideii. I know many o.f you 
has.e been itching to get fCUderS bilDk up ft›r thG 9I1,)oyment Of birds rind yi'i1irnelves! Yc›u 
can purchase birti seed from PVAS try support bird conser»ation

efforts. Just remember to clean and di.sinteet the feeders weekly. Keeping our feathered friends 
xate is pammount, too.
And when we can‘t be outside. we'll go virtvr‹€. ¥Ve’1l bring back our on-line auction this 
November to help raise fun‹is for PVAS, as our fee-based probwams continue to be impacted. Our 
monthly program will continue to be offered via Zcom for the t‹›reseeable future. As much as we 
were looking forward to see- ing y•ou in person tor our monthly programs this fall, your health and 
satety is more important. School prograins too, wilt be virtual tor the safety of students and 
instructors for the time beine.
So,  bear with us as we continue to navigate the various challenges and strive to keep every•one as 
safe as possible while continuing  w'ith our nussion. I'm  so grateful to be in a field where 
getting outside is the healthiest  and safest pliwe to be. 1 hope everyone can use P¥’AS preserves  
and programs to stay connect- ed to green and wild spaces, in order to stay healthy, emoñonalJy and 
physically.
Stay safe!


The Monarch Alliance 2022 Grant Program Seeks Applications
Opening Do September C/osfng Oay•
December  IS, 2O2 I
Aecreients Announced.•
***2                     ALLIANCE
Groups are encouraged to apply to create new or expand current Monarch habitat and get up to 51000 
worth of native milkweed and pollinator plants. Applications and detailed In-
formation, including the submission process and
waystation requirements can be found at www. tomacaudubon.or   monarch-alliance   rants.
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A Modest First for Cool Spring Preserve
Bv, mil HershLetgc•.r, Nature Imnges d   Sounds, LLC
Aiigust 2021 had been hot and humid. Just hours before the PVAS singing insect z alk at Cool 
Spring, a stormy front moved through the area. dropping the temperatures significantly. File 
intrepid
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grigol    ists set ont from thc parking area under the din of chorusing cicadas. Morning (once 
called                         ’              '‘
Swamp) Cicadas (A'er›ri6icen  rifiiceri ri6iren) were the major players. A lone Robinson's Cicada
(NOGtfhi‹’en rohin.soIiiano) creaked out his song as the sun set.                                   
                                                         ‹
Windi.nd our way a1r›nJt Linda's L‹x›p, beside Bull Skin Run. eve encountered a number of Northern 
Mole Crickets {Need.urtillo âe.mhm:rife) calling from the marsh to the north, Short-whinged Meadow 
Katydids (Cz›rinc‹p/iofox breviyenrils j clamored through the seed-ladened grasses. A tew
Davis's Tree Crickets {Cte‹anthu.  ‹ucl‹unotioni,s j were tuning up for their nightly chorusing. 
Along the way, we w'erc• treated to great views of a Hap• Moth caterpillar, parasitizcd tussock 
moth caterpillars, and a Singing male Two-spotted Tree Cricket {Neo  ubeu biyu.ri.c.tats). As th<c• 
icadas diminuendoed, we could non* hear that there mere hundreds of Day is's Tree Crickets singing 
from the trees overhead, creating a wall of sound all around us.
Among i,he yellowing goltfenrotls, we found a s.inging male Broad-wingeil Tree Cricket {O‹•canthus 
lutipennis) in an excellent place for everyone tt› get a Brutus.uc view of his instrument in 
action. The Common True Katyditls   Pter›j.›hyllo cazriellifolia) started
to r‹itchet out their songs from the tops of the trees, and a well-placed  Nebraska Conefiead 
(Weoc.onoceyltalus nehrascemsis) was observed singing by all in attendance.
The aural transition from the deciduous woods to the open meadow z'ns palpable.
The heavy wall of trees crickets o •erhead fade‹t, and tfie silvery• tri.lls of trigs and ground 
crickets could now be appreciated. A single male False Robust Conehead
{Neocniioceyhalus bivocaius) belted out his tenor voice from the nearby, almost shattering the 
moment's tranquility.
As the nearl3' full moon shone in the east and we headed back toward the parking lot, dozens of 
Oblonp•-winded Katydids {Amhlyeorvyilff  £i1!Hn(l)Ofl£f) WITH ROW singing from the brtlshy 
understory  on Either side of the path.
Thc following night, eleven curious Plaster Naturalists madn this samc• trek. While marty of the 
same sights and soun‹ls were heard and+een,Mvr-s     ial treats awaited these eager lcarners. Among 
these where the chance to watch a brown-form of the Slightly Musical Conehead ‹.4'eoconocephalus 
e.xilfscanortis j sind from his head-down
perch on a go.ldenrod stem, the close inspection of a couple small crickets (trigs) that were 
momentarily captured then released — (Slow-tinkling tAwmiylui. t.irinulentu1 and Say's Trigs (d. 
exi,quo) -  and a male Broad-whinged Tree Cricket. Seeiny them up close with
a hiuid lens makes a world of difference in one's perspective.
A pale green katydid sparkled under the passing flashlight’s beam as we
.wandered farther along the path. What could this b•'? It was tiny. 1 carefully col1ccte‹l this 
feina.le ’trom her somewhat concealetl perch into a clear plastic cup. Thv• maneuver was 
successful, and we were all looking at the first-ever Modest Katydid {‹ñi›nt‹•zuinina modesta) 
observed at Cool Spring Preserve. This u'zs only the second record for this species in Jefferson 
Cc›unty and the State!
e

Everyone was still high from seeing this first record for the preserve as we made our way tt› the 
meadt›w. The full meun was bright in the east. creating a magical light t›ver the wildflowers and 
grasses that stretched out before us. It added a golden hue to the trills and tinkles dñfting up 
from the vegetation, bringing to mind the peat port N.athaniel Hawthorne and this passage from The 
Canterbury Pilgrims:



With all at the flashlights that were being used that evening, we were
g  iced wJth a wonderful collection of moths that seemed to follow the group as we meandered — as 
if fairies where escorting our group throuJ this magical
.landscape of sights, smells, and wonderful sounds.                                                 
     ”                         ’”
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Adult Programs

PVAS Events
ly ti  ht indo‹›r space. owl expert, Steve Huy, has made the difficult, hot smart decision, to 
postpone the
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Wile the Covid pandemlC Ebbs and flow's, PVAS has learned how to shift years as well. Our goal is 
to continue to offer enrich- ing oppr›rtunities for our community  members and we are com- mitted 
tt› creating Tg1fe, engagin,g and fun events and programs for eVGryone.
Our Monthly Programs will continue virtually through the
.tull.. .Iim Siebel, E‹x›logy Curriculum Manager for the US Fish and Wildl’lkC SCfViCC, kiCked oft 
the fall season with his well-at- tended and informative progr.on “Turtles of the Eastern Panhan- 
die.” On Wednesday. October  l3  we invite you to Joy on tt› our virtual prog•ram with Carla J. 
Dow. Prog•ram Manager at the Feather Identification Lab at the Smithsonian Institution. Carla will 
present iVhen Birds C‹›Ili.de: Feather Identification at the Smithsonian Institution. On November 
9th, Randy Robinson,
US Fish and Wildlife Service. will treat us to on in-depth and insider scoop of the eagles that 
nest at NCTC. the Eagle Cam that captures thCir daily life and interesting natural history facts 
about these amazing creatures.
*          “                         October is the perfect time to visit Eidolon Nature Pre.s•rve 
to learn about all the marvelous
trees that call our preserve home. Herb Peddicord. who is a retired forester from the \VV Division  
of ForesDy. will take to ihe trails at Eidolon for an Autumn Tree
Identification Vv'alk. Put on your walking shoes and join Herb on Saturttay, October 9 at l0am
S  me da    it is nice to slow
:’/  down mid takC t1.me to swell the o›vers. 4oy Britty's Nature Journaling• atherin•qs are the 
per?CCt opportunity
to enjc›y and observe your natural sur- roundings and to crlebriitc the changing seasons. The 
monthly gatherings take place a vari‹.ins  venttes around the East- Mem Panhandle and everyone is 
welcome to join, regardless of  your journaling
ex erience.
With an eye on staying mentally and physically healthy. Krista Hawley is hiding the trails this 
ta)1 wtth monthly Wellness V'    s. Have you been wanting to expltire the trails at one of tour 
pte- scores but unsure of venturing out alone‘? Join the fun and take to the trails with her at 
Eidolcn on October 12. Yankauer on Novem- ber 16 and Staufter's Marsh on December 7.
Looking to add some excitement to our evenings, Master Nat- uiiilist Candidate, Rtiy Boyle, is 
creating lively educational triviii games thnt focus on the natural history of tour area. The name 
of the game is Kahoot!, which is used extensively throughout our schools as an engaging teaching 
tool. These virtual trivia games are n great way to ‘gnther’ frmn the comfort tit your home.
Our annual field trip to the Owl Banding Station at South Mountain is such a highly anticipated 
trip each year and we had high hopes of returning in 2021. However, gi.ven it’s extreme-
fiel‹I trip again this year. We lock forward to a return in 2022.
Fail is an excellent time to head out on a bird walk and learn more about the «miual migration
of hundreds of species as they travel along the east coast on their journey south. We t›ffer 
monthly walks at C‹x›l Spring PrCserve as well as at the USGS Eastern Ecological Sciencc Center in 
Lc<•towo-, register today
The Master Natumlist 2821 Propam  will wr‹ip up on October
2. with classes on Fish and Mushrooms, and on October 16, a.t Yankaucr Preserve with classes on 
Soils and Geology. We would like to offer huge Ludos to this year's students. instructors and co- 
ordinating committee members for their perseverance, flexibility and creativity during this 
challenging, but greatly successful  year.
To fintl out more ab‹›iit these and other pr‹›grams, subscribe to our biweekly Heads Cap! and visit 
our webSltC (            ca
nag) regularly. We are adding programs and events all the time, so the website is the best way to 
keep up to date.


Autumn Auction is Back!
PVAS's on-line aucticin is back by popular demand. And it will be up aod ninnipg the first week of 
November -- in time for your holiilay shopping i
\Ve’re now accepting donations of hi•gh-quality  goods and services to be auc- tioned in support of 
PVAS. In 2020. you
donated kayak trips, antiques, nature-inspired
jewelry. homemade pies. felt critter omamCIlts,             ,. tresh barred breud umt other pqpular 
items and
services. Those donations  allowed PVAS to raise                      p,
over $7,000 during the first 3ear of COVID. As
the COV.ID chftllenges continue, another

:     To bring about another successful ev•nt, we need you! I3o Lyon have pottery, baked goods, 
hcirloems, a skill or service to donate, or other items/ideas? If so, please
./contact us! We're planning a 'sneak peek” iof items around Octt›bcr 2t), but nre accept-
:inc donafions  until October 25.
.  .                      ..           Please contact Kristin Alexander at
or 304-676-3397 about any items you'd like to donate and to .range a pick-up or drop oif. Thanks in 
adx'ance for your suppr›rt!
Nr›te: The auctitin  w•ill be open frir bids beginning Novem- ber 1, and will close at 8pin on 
Sun‹iay, November 7. Watch our wéi›site. Facebot›k, and Heeds  k!p for tletails and u link for the 
auction.
3
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40th Annual Bird Seed Sale
Fill your feeders with high-quality seed and suet AND support PVAS's educational programs, 
conserva- tion initiatives, and nature preserves at the 40th Annual Bird Seed Sale. We*ve once 
again partnered with our friends at Sunny Meadows Garden Center to offer everything from songbird 
food to suet designed especially for woodpeckers(and much more).
We are accepting orders online from September J 5 - October 9.You may choose to PICK-UP your bird 
seed, keep it in STORAGE, or BOTH. This year in an effort to be more efficient and save paper, the 
ordering process has gone completely digital. If you have any questions about this process, please 
feel free to contact Hannah Donnelly at       i              a a     b    o    and (681) 252 1387.
Visit h                                                d        n            v        2   2        
r                    I     to place your orders.






Bird Seed

Ulrich Sock
Feeder


Block Feeder

A vaiety of selectors and sizes to fit your Ards

A reRllable soft soci‹ feeder that Finches prefer eating


RwcresisunL mny<oaud wire  can be used with ah biocks



Cat  to  egrounc.











Have you met Suzanne Offut and Mike Zagerella?
They arc one of PVAS's pou'erhouse couplesl  Suzanne currentl3• sein'es on our bt›ard as the Past 
President. She is also leading the charge on our 40th Annual Dird Seed Sale. MIC Stil4"GS lllofC 
behind the scenes performing tasks such as weed eating at Yaiiltauer. Togethel; thGy re even 
better!
Fr›r two months, each spring and fall. they organize and lead volunteers in performing Swift Watch, 
a COfBinunity  sciCncc effort to attract swiits to our Chimney Swift Tower at Shepherd University 
an.d monitor the activity. They rmtintain all of the ccjuipment. track the data collection and 
paruc.ipate in the Watch theirselves. They have spent many nights at the tower at dusk with the 
hopes of catching a plimse of stealthy swift diving in to roost.
AU of our PVAS volunteers  are great! If  you knt›w someone who de- serves a shout out, please 
contact Kristin at KristinJfiPotomacAudubon,or
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Fall Youth and Family Programs
During this past year and a half year of COVID, one thing has become ›'ery clear to us: our 
community  truly  values yout)i educational experiences  that can be safely done outdooivs. We have 
watched children thrive in our programs  and had many parents tell us that our programs  have 
helped bring a sense ot’normalcy  back to their children's lives.
Due to the success of’our ht›meschool outdoor school programs developed as a result of the          
                                  " pandemic last year, we are delighted to brinp• it back again 
this year. per out conununity's positive
feedback and requests. This program oifers safe outdoor nature-themed learning opportunities to 
chil‹1ren in a time when i.ndoor educational  and socialization options are limited. Sessions nre 
held once a week every month.
Our monthly Wee Naturalist  pre-school programs  were also extremely  popular last year. so this 
year we are offering both a morning  and an afternoon session euch month. Finally  we are offering 
some new tamily programs. Our new' free program “Babes in   a Backpack” program is a guided meet-up 
hike for parents/gunrdinns with  small children. \?e also have a Halloween “Trail of Bones” extent, 
a Wreath Making Program, and a Winter Solstice Campfire program.
Dial ytiu know  that we offer nature themed birthday parties at Ctitil Spring Preserve for kites? 
You can chtiose from one of many themed panics such as a Campfire Party, a Scavenger Hunt Party, an 
.Animal J"hcmCd    arty, and more! We tuk• COVID safety mea- sures very serir›us1y:  programs are 
held completely outside, and rusks are to be worn by everyone when social distancinp• cannot be 
maintained. We hope to sue you at some of our fall family or youth progr      s.


Watershed Teacher Training                 such as inter-
collection,                                                ..                       ’
In early August, lead teacher aisd naturalist  Amy Mony                    to gain the hosted a 
teacher -training for founh-grade teachers in Jefferson            information
County. A total of 11 teachers and 3  individuals from partner-               they need to          
                                                        * ing environmental  organizations came  
toq•ether to learn about.           •enact a proj-
and collaborate on, leading en›•ironm‹rnta1 action projects with            eat. It has been        
                                                                                 .: students. For 
the past 20 years, PVAS has been presenting our             proven thai
4th grade watershed program  in Berkeley  and Jefferson County          children  who Schools. ‘rhe 
progi-am consists of five in-class lessons aim one             participatein iield trip to.a local 
stream. The goal of this program is to show             student-led students Ti‹›w they  zre 
c‹›nnectetl  tti 1oc‹il streams and rivers and          Civic enga  e-
how humans can hurt and help our watershe‹L As of this year our       ment projects are mt re 
likely  tt› become more civically  involved program tiow fulfills that goal. and beyond. Thanks to 
a grant               adults. who are more conscious of community  issues an‹J choose
.t£tJfR thC      CSñpeakC Bay Trust, schools are rir›w being provided         to be a part of  the 
so1utir›n.

funds to complete action projects  with their students atter the completitan of the PVAS watershed 
program. This stems from an initial.ve for stuilents in the Cliesiipeake Bay Watershed  to com- 
plete a Meaningful  Watershed Educations:1  Experience or MWEE. M\VEEs are learner-centered 
experiences  thnt focus on investiga-
lrical envirr›nmenlal issues  that lead tr› inftirmed action and           engagement. Our 
traditional  watershed progwm is almost a complete MWEE except it was missing the Stewardship and 
Civic Actir›n component. Thanks to the  'rant, we are now
‹ih1e to help ›tucfents have the fuJ1 MWEE experience.
The key to student  actions projccts is to have them be 100fic student driven. That menus students 
are gi.›.en complete autonr›-
ancl develop a project by collaborating with each other. As teachers learned in the training, their 
role is to
• •r  back and let students  take the reins. We inir‹xluced teachers to tcols students can use to 
help them identify  the root causes
at issues in their watershed, as well as a systcni called Crite-
Additit›nally at the training, educators frum the Cacopun Institute, West Virginia Departm•nt of 
Environmental Protection (WWDEP) and the West Virginia Consecration Agency shared ways that they 
cc›uld support claxses as they  v'ork on actit›n proj- ects. For CXdffl  IG. Tie   Cacapon 
Institute is a great resource for helping to create rain gar‹iens and undertake tree plantings. The 
Trfi'DEP t›ffered SU§QOrt on projCcts related to recycling, litter clcan-ups. and composting.
Last school year, a few teachers were actually  able to do wlth thir students. After completing the 
water-
shed program, the students  at Shepherdstown Elcmentary  were very concerned about  trash in our 
oceans. Thus, they developed a project w'here they designed logos promc›ting  the use of reusable 
items that they  then painted onto reiisablc• canvas bags. At another schocl, one class created  
in1i›rmative posters about keeping our watershed clean that they  then hung around  the schtx›l 
building.
.ria Based Decisirin Making that uses criteria that the students                     Laurel 
Schwtirtz, PUAS's new Watershed Education Cocrdi- establish   a   rup   decitle what action 
sltolild  be taken to a‹tdress a         nator will now be in charge ot helping schools complete 
MWEEs. detcmuned issue. Ttiidents then conduct. any necessmy rcSCafch,         We are excited to 
see what projects students take on this year.
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to learn abcut wildlil'e. especiall,v species natix'e to wetlantls and c‹iastaJ environments. He 
believes in the power of scientiii‘c illustration and visual tools to mlucatr and excite
PVAS has three new team members who started tit LG  tefllber.     students. Gus has worked with 
authors to illustrate several chil-
Over the past feW YG*m, our youth programs have grown quite a       ‹eGfi    bcOks, as well as 
illustrated educational pOStGl’S Govering
environmental concepts. He has created educational resources covering insect life cycles, 
wildflower biodiversity,1ight p‹il-

and hire Laurel Schwartz as
our Watershed Education Co- ordinator. In this role, Laurel will be in charye of creating watershed 
curriculum and training. supervising iistruc- tors, as wc11 as supporting schools with 
environmental action programs.
The watershed program was previously managed by
lead teacher Amy Moore,                                  :
who now will be able to                                 ”
‹devote more time to our other youth programs.
lution, and more. Gus aims to build a career that ct›mb.ines natural history illustration, museum 
studies, and environmental education. In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his 
m.ittdle-aged pit bull (named Amber), cycling, and painting.
Jade earned her BA in Wildlife and Conservation  Biology from the Unix'CTS1tJ Of Rhf›de Island. 
Both before and after her graduation she  vorkcd with children for a variety of organiza- tions. 
She h“rst disco  ered a love of working with kids after her time with the YMCA as an aftCr-schcol 
and summer clamp coun- selor. After graduating college, she began working with ihe Al-
y.y      abama 4-H Science School as an environmental educator, Since then, she has explored 
various career fieltls including wildlife mhabilitation and teaching preschool. She has. however, 
always returned to environmental education as her true passion. Jade has worked with the Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies as well as
You may recognize Laurel's name, as she served as an Ameri-      Calvert County  Natural  Resources 
I7ivision as an environmental Corps Enviriinmental Educutox for PVAS in 2019-2020, anti WaS      
educator. In her free fime Jade enjoys reading. and spending time our Yankauer Camp Director this 
past summer. She is an amazing      with her Jr   children. If you have the chance to meet any of 
our cducator, and are so excited that we were able to bring her on frill      new team members, 
please be sure to give them a wan   PVAS time. LuureJ is ii lifelong Jeffersr›n County resident and 
Shepherd       welcome!
University graduate with a Bachclors degree of Sv-ience in Envi-
ronmental Studies and a conccntration  in Sustainable Resource

b4anagement. She has previous experience working as a seasonal Park Ranger for both the National 
Park Service at Harpers FCrry National Historical Park. and for thc Army Corps of Engineers at 
Loyalhanna Lake Recreation Areit. Most recently•, Laurel  w't›rked for Virginia Tech as a Soil 
Science Research Associate, anlt is
a Jefferson County Substimte Teacher. In her free lime, Laurel c‹in be found hikinc, spending time 
w'ith her dogs, relaxing in a hammock, a  in the kitchen trying out new recipes.













We would also like to welcome Gus Rasich and Jade Harris to the PVAS team. They  wiJ.l serve for 
one year as AmeriCorps Environmental Educators and will lead many  youth and fame iJy programs, as 
well as assist with x olunteer workdays at our preserves.
Cius is from Richmond, Virginia whcrv• her studied Scientifi”c Illustration. with a minor in 
Environmental Studies. Gus Joves
6
Introducing Esther: PVAS's Snake Ambassador
B   Amy Moore. Lend Teacher      NaturalisliAi   luhon‘Di.scorers, Cainy Director
In late August, PX'.AS’s newest animal ambzssador. Esther th Corn snake joined the PVAS team. Why 
is she named Esther? Try saying her name like this: Es.isssssssther.Ah ha! Does that make sense 
now?
Com snakes, Paniherophis  gutiata, are found Ham south- eur New Jersey to
Virginia, and their main range is from North Carolina to Floridii, and west to Louisiana and
Southern Tennessee. They arc not com- monly seen because they are fossorial, meaning they are
burrowuig :u1imals.          -  “’
They spend much of      ..                                                                       .
their time in rodent
bon‘ows and nee root canals in open hardwood forests. However, if you are to tind a com snake in 
the wild, it would likely be in open helds where they hunt their prey. The name “corn snake” is 
believed to be from how their checkered  belly resembles Indian corn.
Esther, along w'ith our four turtles, Scute the Eastern Box Tur- tle, \Vi1low the Wood Turtle. 
Poppie the Red-eanud Slider, and
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Louie the Eastern River Cootei all serve as what use call aliimal ambassadors. These animals are 
used in youth programs to teach children and families about wildlife and give people a close 
encounter with animals that they tnay never have the chance to iueet. The ulfimate goal .is to 
inspirc• love and appreciation for these particular ñillmals that will GXtofld to the wild animals 
of their species that they represent.
The West Virgiiua DNR placed Esther in PVAS's care after the DNR confiscated some Corn Snakes that 
were illegally being sold in the pet trade. As of Play of this year, new regulations make it 
unlawful to take or possess most native reptiles and amphibians in West Virginia with- out a DNR 
issued permit. When the DNR confiscates reptiles, oftentimes, these animals cannot
be relc•ased back into the wild, and so most must be re-homed to a nature centGr or educational 
organization that is given legal docu- mentation to possess these animals. Thus. PVAS has permits 
to possess every single one of our reptiles, including Esther.
Although PVAS's reptiles nay  seem cute and seem like they mould be great pets, we remind children 
that PVAS has these ant.mals because they were illegally taken from the wild, and that if it were 
possible. the best pla.ce that they could be is in the wiltt.
We are hopiny that Esther z'1Il help dispel any fears or misconceptions of snakes among our program 
participants. Many people  kill snakes in the wild, thinking that snakes are ‘bad’ and will cause 
hnrm. Ct›m snakes are often killed because they are misidentified as venomous copperheads. The 
truth is, when they feel threatened, all snakes would prefer to luttc nut  get away from you. with 
biting being the last resort. It is also important to note that snakes play a vital role in our 
ecosystem as they are predators to othcr anima)s and serve as fr›od source for animals higher on 
the focd chain. The presence of snakes in the environment  keeps the ecosystem in balance. If you 
have chiince to meet Esther, be sure to gi\•e her a w'ami Sssssalution.

Notes from the Preserves
Progress In the Preserves
PYAS's participation  in the 27th Annual United Way Day of Caring on September  l4  was a huee 
success. After taking a hiatus in 2020. it was so great to once again be a part of the biggest 
volunteer day of the year.
This year, we hosted volunteers at Cool Spring Preserve to work on some big projects that were a    
long timC   in the nwking. Our s•  U     Inf 25 volunteers  split up into four work crews. each 
with a special mission. One crew set tr› wtirk uniier the leadership and guidance of James Dill‹‘›n 
 to plant
a Monarch Waystation in front of the Nature Center. This \Vaystation. designed by James. features 
all native species that support our pollinator rricnds. And of course. there's plenty of’ milkweed 
in the new garden for Lionnrchs.
We had two crews take on painting projects. One crew took on the enourmous task of  painting our 
front deck, z'hñe the other crew set to w‹›rk painting all ‹if our picnic tables and benches. Tims 
heavy-duty paint/
•        xtoin was specially formulated for order wood. It helps reducc the splinters and till in 
the cracks and also creates a water-resistiint barrier for tire wocd. This will help prevent rot 
and lend to quicker dry times. N‹› inr›re sriggy bottoms sitting at our picnic tables ai'ter a 
rainstorm! This new paint will ensure our wooden outdoor features last for many, maul years to 
come.
Last but certainly not least, the fourth crew dec‹.instructetl the back                             
                         :. dee.k attached to the Nature Center. Our pTograms ha.ve simply outgrow
the small deck and the steep step oft the end of the deck had become quite           :. hazardous. 
We ure nc›w planning tt› have It cOTlCTete  patir› puured nex.t
spring that will spiin the entire length c›f the hack of the Nature Center. Eventually, we hope to 
attd an
eavc extcndin% off the building to create a covered outdoor program space. ..  perhaps even 
including
.           a livin-=< rorif
In the meantime. we are planning to co3uplcte the trail boarcfwalk  project on Linda's Loop this 
fall. AH of the wcod from the tte- constructed deck will be rc•cycled for the trail boardwalk. 
Thanks to the careful work of the demo crew, all of the deck boards can be reused in the new btiild 
antl nothin,g u:iJ1 go to waste.
Despite the August-like  heat and humiitity, tfiese volunteers put their hearts into completing 
these projects. lt was so wonderful. to see so many tamiliar faces return to lend us a hand once 
again, and to also have new faces join us. Ir the last year has taught us any- thing, it‘s tti not 
tnke a single mor.nent ft›r granted!




A Swift Recap

a few more swifts began us $g the
Jt               t

By the time you are reading this, the Chimney  Swifts will be well on their way back to the Amazon 
Basin tov the winter. They h‹ve had a very  busy summer in North America, and here in 
Shepherdstown.
Swift   4atch returned in April  202J.. Several  »eteran ‘swiftles” four de‹licated swift watchers) 
and a raw new ›'olunteers joined forces to monitor the Chimney Swift Tower on ShCpherd 
Universi.ty’s campus. The volunteers set up a speaker at the base of the tower,
playing as  au‹lio lure to attrfict mipwting swifts to come in to roast. Swifts were observed 
circling in the area and they seemed to be investigating  the tower. but no one was observed taking 
the plunge int‹i the tow'er in the spring.
The “swift’les” returned  to their posts In August to r-monitor the fall migration. And on  August 
fi.  five swifts “darted in from the left and went into the tower without circling.” This was our 
first reyartof swi.fts u,ctua11v  spending  the nigfit in the tower! Slowly,
b    h Wene on
In September. 4-5 swifts were seen routinely using the tower. It was very  interCsting that these 
swifts
did not twitter or circle the tower. They always came in stealth me ninjas just alter dark. While 
there are not yet mass number of
swifts usinp the tower. use believe the consistent  use we observed this fall is the first sep  in 
thG fight direction!
On August  13. we held our second ever Swift Night Out event. We set up ftiur interpretation 
stations at locations throughc›ut Shepherdstown  that played a key role in the Swift story. At  
least 35 participants visited each station before taking in a spectacular Swift show behind the 
Shepherdstown Libarary. Four hundred sixty Swifts  were observed circling before dropping in to 
roost for the evening. Our participants  then enjoyed Swift Sundaes courtesy of Rock Hill Creamery.
All in all, it was a wonderful Swift-fillGd  summer and w•e look foru'ard  to welcoming  the flecks 
back in 5pring 2022!


A Monarch Jinute: BuRerflies’Susy Month
/t» Bri›c‹’ Gulh.i re
Friends and members at PVAS and The Monarch Alliance recently held several events to see
the Monarch butterflies riff on their migration  to Mexico.                                         
                                                                                                    
   ,‹
Tagging events  were helix on September  11  near ChaflCS Tou‹n, on Septemt›er  18 at the   City 
Fark Fall Feast In Hagerstown, MD,   and on Sept. 25 dt thC AntietaiT1 National Battlefield in 
Sharpsburg, MD.   Small, round, sticky-backed and numbered  tags were placed on the wings of
captured Moiiarehs, and the butterflies  were released. The ta*s dt› not hin‹ter their flyinp 
ability. A  los s‹•••s caCh tag’S number, the gender of the hJonarch. and where and  when it was 
tap••ped was kept. und at the end tif the season  the information  u:ill be sent to the $wriup 
J'vlonarch Watch. If  a Wg@C‹1butterfly is then found in thC Wintering  grounds iti Mexico, or 
along the path ot the
migration, tile information can help scientists understand the distribution of the butterflies. the 
timing and path of the  journey, and mortality along   vay.
The Mt)narch migration is one of tbe curiosities of nature. Each  winter, nullions of Monarchs      
                      :  ,      ,.
makc their may to a mountainous area in central Mexico, where they gather in stupcndous clusters on 
a particular species of  fir tree to’ wait out the winter. In the spriRg   they ily tti nt›rtl   rn 
Men ico and the st›uthern US.   where they  mate.lay eggs, and ‹lie. Their ‹leseen- dants fry 
further north, repeat rhe process, and die; each succeeding  generation spreading further north. as 
far as Canada. Except for   the *eneration that migrates to Mexico, each generation lives out its 
entii’• lili, egg to demise, in five to seven weeks. But the “super generation” — the friurth or 
stimetimes fifth generatit›n, the ones that will fly tt› hlexico, starting in late sumnieTor the 
fall — lives up
to eight months. Taking advantage of high-altitude  wind currents, traversing  sometimes thousands 
of miles over a period of about  a month, they find the Mexican mountains  that neither they, their 
parents. nor grandparents have ever known, and seitle• in their winter sanctuary.
Gaining a .fuller understanding of the migration  is the primary  goal of the community  science 
t<lggi.rig project. Which began in thC 1990s. h4onarcli Watch says it dictributes more than a 
quarter of a million tags to volunteers across -Nonh American each year. More information can be 
ftiund at                                                    and tagging  kits can be ordered from 
the site ($15 for 2â tags).
Did yoti see many  Monarchs this year? The butterflies face many challenges, including  threats to 
their  wintering  grounds, habitat changes, and thC IOSS Of milkwecds that are the sole tood of 
their caterpillars. This year, according to Sandy Sagalkin, former director  of The Monarch 
AUinncd, “WC hnd n very hot summer, anti most of the Monarchs took a tletour arottfld Otlf fCg1.OH, 
SiRfié  t(lflJ dO Html Jfl well  in 90-degree weather.”
confirms d on tie.tr J›oge
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54onnrch Aftzmre ‹ onñnued  fram previous pnge.
One n'ny to promote thC surx•ival OF future generations of Monarchs is tu plant native plants that 
provide. nectar for adultx and serve as hosts ftir caterpillars. Such plants were featured at the 
Fall Native Plant Sai.e .held by PVAS and The Monarch Alliance on September 18 at Sunny Meadoz•s 
Garden Cent•r in Hoonsboro, MD. Pan ot the procemls will to  to the Alliance’s Monarch  U'aysiahon 
Grant program, which provides native plants for wonhy local projects. XVe had a great trimout for a 
fall sale. Nearly 1,  HO native plants went to their forever homes. TMA and PVAS made $4  00 from 
the sale to support our grants und programs. We hall folks come from up to 4 hours away to so}iport 
our cause and help the Monarch butterfly!
Potomac Valley Master Naturalists
IsThat Plant I Just Saw a“Weed Champion“?                               •

Recently, a Facebr›ok friend asked me if I could idenfify a            sy›.). When I wr›tild see it 
plant thnt was growinp• in his yard. His question was “plant r›r            itft€T Audubon 
DiscoveT’y
»'eed?” It was Common Mullein. although not yet in bloom. i            Camp had ended tor the tried 
to spin the plant in a positix'e way, but I finally comment-           surrimer, I knew fall was on 
cii that it's usually considered a weed. 1 think that was all h«              its way! It blooms 
into Oc- need‹xl to whack it down. He saw it as undesirable while I thinL        tober, so is 
likely still show'- of Conunon Mullers as one of the prettiest and easiest to identify       iTlg 
toff it.S gtllden flt›wers.
roadside weeds. For most people weeds are undesirable plants. J       Co1‹1enrod is also a member 
of the Aster family and of the 100
think nnny of them just don't have a good Press .Agent! There are     species ot the plant, 24 can 
be tound in West Virginia. lt is com-  a number of common roadside plants that can be called   
\Vecd           monly seen in open fiel‹is and meadows. Legend has it that w'here Champions” 
because there doesn‘t seem to be much eat  «n               goldenrod grows. buried treasure can be 
found!  That might be t.ake them down! Some of theoi are invasive, outsitte their native       
f•&sier than finding the end of the rambow but getting permission range, and they can take over an 
area, while others are native             Of the landowner might be a go‹›d .idea before yr›u start 
digging plants that cnn also be aggressive. but they are not invasive.               hot.es. This 
beautiful wildfiower gets a had rap because so many

Common Mullers (Verbascum ihapsus) 1s native to Medi- terranean countries and was brought to North 
America by earlv settlers in the        ih,’s who already knee of its many uses. It is a biennial 
plant that exWfiits only the soft rosette of leaves (which can grow fairly large) during its first 
year. The tall stalli appears in its second year. You usually see the light yellow
flowers blooming between June antt September along the side of roads. By fall, the tall, brown 
stalks appear, which is what you will probably noliee from nowt throup•h the winter. There is some 
evidence that the Romans dipped the stnlk in tallow for use as
a torch. According to legend, witches alsc  used them for light. which explains its r›ccasional  
nickname of “hag taper.” Mullers also has some homeopathic uses for ctiugh, diqgestive issues, and 
headaches.
One ‹if my .favorite wildftowers is Chic- ory (Cic/ir›riunt iit   6usJ. I love the pretty blue 
color that is commonly seen from June
people who have seasonal allergies blame Goldenrod. Not fair! The blame should really go ti'i 
Common Ragweed! All sobs o.f pollinators are attracted to Goldenrod which means the pollen does not 
become airborne. Common Ragweed {AetbTt›sia sp.), which blooms at the same time as Goldenmd, but is 
be.nerally finished blooming in September, is the plunt to blame for season- al allergies. 759a of 
people who suffer from seasonal allergies  are allergic to mgweed. The plant, native to Mexico as 
well as Nonh America, self-pollinates by wind with the upper (male) flowers sending out pollen to 
the lower (female) flowers. The plant survives only true seast›n, but a single plant can pr‹›ducu 
up to 1 billion grains of pollen! The pollen has actuaJly t›een found 2 miles up in the atmosphcre. 
That's why you might have been sneezing this past summer! I.ndigenous people used the crushed 
ragweed leaves tu alleviate insect stings and as a tea for fevers
d digestive problsms.
Two other plants that are somewhat similar i.n appearance ate Yarrow and

into Octi›ber, so it is likCly still blotiming in
some places along the road. Sometimes it is called blue daisy, coffee weed, or blue bach- elor’.s 
button. Chicory is a perennial, native
.                         Queen Anne's Lace. They are both com-
es                      mon, white weeds tisat appefir on the side of the toad. but if you look 
more ciosely,
are quite different in appearance.

to Africa and is a member of the Aster family.        will find It  in well drained soil and mill 
sun and the young plants can be hard to see, but when left alone, it can grow  up to five feet 
tall. The blue tlovrers *ppear in the second season. The roots. leaves, and flowers are edible. but 
very bitter. Chicory was used as a coffee substitute in the American Stiuth during the Civil War 
because  it was thought that tke roasted and p•round scot tasted similar to
coffee. (At least some people thought so!) It is still a popular cof- fee additive in places like 
New Orleans, anti if you are interested, look for coffee wi.th chicoiy i.n the grocery srore. (One 
common brand is Luzianne.)
My absolute favoñte Champion Weed is Goldenrod tSulidag‹›
Warrvw t.6chil.fen millefoli mm) is in the
Aster family and is known try man1• names inc u  rig common yarrow, devil's nettle, miltoil, and 
soldier's wound wart. It is
.native tr› North America as wcll as Asia and Europe and repr‹.›- ducts through rhizonies. not 
seeds. It is a perennial that blooms from milk throllgh September. Wild yarrow Bowers are generally 
white; it is the cultivateil varieii.es that have different colors. At the up  of the stem, small 
white flowers form in flat-topped or dome-shaped clusters. The leaves are aromatic and feathery, 
giv- ing it a fern-like appearance. Yacrr›w cm be confused  worth Queen Anne's Lace {I1aucus 
crirnra), as both plants bloom about the
continued  on. item. pole
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same time and both are quite tell, but I‹.xik for the dark purple tloret in tie  center of the 
umbrel of Queen Anne's Lace. Yarmw does not have this.’the llorets of Quc•en Anne’s L.ace are alsr› 
shaped differently, with small dowc•r clusters growing from
multiple thin stalks coming from a common centrr on the main stalk. Queen Anne's Lace is a member 
of the parsley funnily (althoup•h often called Wild Carrot because of its root shape) and is 
commonly seen from May through September. Both of these whim plants have just passed their primary 
blooming season. but you may still find a few plants in bloom and they will be every- where again 
ii.ext summer.
Now that fall is here, a very eomm‹in  weed that sudden- ly seems to appear CVCJWhcrc is Teusel 
{Dipsacus sp.). This
member ot the Aster famlly blooms trom July to September. but it is the Call and  winter appearance 
that is more often noticed.
The dried pIunts have a disrinc9 egg shape on top of a long stalk and if you look at tliein 
closely, you'll find that the seed heads  are ›'ery prickly, In fact, in xome parts of the United 
States Teasel was cultivated  before thC 19th Century  b•cause the dried heads  of the plant were 
once used in the texti.ie industry to raise tbe nap t›n \v‹›oJeii cl‹›th. Nr›w the plant is much 
more commoriJy found in tlriud flo*'er arrangements (and the subsequent seed dispersal from. the 
dried seed heads somewhat explains why it is often found growing in cemeteries.) Tezsel can be an 
iitiportant f‹x›d source for some birds such as goldfinches and blackbirds which
may be a reason tor us t.o forgive its aggressive invasive behavior.
Finally. when I first nr›tited Groun‹ise1 (Sene -in
thought it was some kind of funky dandelion. It cen   nly looks like it Frith similar lea›'es ‹and 
numerous small  •e1lo›x  flowers  that never seem to open full.y.  In addition, the mature seeds 
(which appear anytime from spring to late tall) are fluify white ttitts. not quite JikC tt 
dantJelion puffball. but similar eriouJ to be confusing and tr› earn its nickname “old man in the 
spring.”  This member of  the Aster family is a tint-growinp• annual, going from
xeed to mature. seed-p.reducing Plantin 5u'eeks and a single plait can bD fCS§onSible for up to a 
million other plants in a year1
.A waminq. though, Groundsel is definitely NOT edible and can causc river damaq•e, so leave it 
alone if you entertain thoughts of a side-of-the-road snack.
These e.samples of Week Champions  are not the only' oncs
you might see as you drive down the road. but knowing u hat they are, may make the drive mr›re 
interest.ing. Your passengers  may  be amazed as you point out a plant and tell them about it. What 
better way to use yotir Master N.aturalist knowledge!


PVMN Anniversary Celebration Update
The Potomac Valley Master Naturalist's 15Year Anniversary Celebration was scheduled for Saturday, 
October 9th.
Due to concerns over the increase in the Delta
variant in our area, the Celebration has been postponed.We look forward to gathering with our 
fellow Master Naturalists
once it is safe to do so!
he Futufe of Carbon Capture

Carbpn capture is a lcmi used to tlescinbe a group of technol- ogies fliat either remove carbon 
directly from the air or remove it In.›m xv zsie gas as fossil inch are burned. The carbcn 
“captured” is either buried or used in the manufacture of oilier products. The Intergovernmental 
Pann•1 on Climate Chanye includes carbon cap- ture as one of many methods that must be employed if 
the world is to limit temperature rise to no more than 1.5 degrees Celcsius.
The U.S. does not have a dedicated rcsearch pVOgFaftl for carbon capture. .Funding has been 
piecemeal. .But in the $3.* trillion infrastructurc legislation under consideration in Congress, 
advocates see as opportunity  to change that. The first funding for carbon capture came i.n the 
200.5 Energy Pt›1icy Act. Now several bills have been proposed  to uinentt that Act to strengthen 
the research tending and mx credits for carbon capture projects.
The carbt›n capture methcd eventually suppoi1e‹i by Congress is important to West Virginia. Removal 
of carbon from the air addresses carbon already rCJeased, while capture in the burning of fossil 
fuels permits the eontinttfttion of reliance ten those fuels versus renewables. West 'vfirginia 
coul interests are lining up behind removal from fossil fuel passes for obvious reasons.
But the truth is that neither methtid of carbon capture rind storage is feasible now at the scaJe 
necessary to make even a tiny improvement  in the climate chitnge monstc•r. Currently, around 40 
megatons tit CO2 are captured and stnred annually wor1dw•ide, equivalent to about 0.1 peer cent. of 
our emissions. Funding carbon capture   TO
Many, although not all, environmentalists opp‹›se carben capture. They worry that carbon 
sequestered underground  will still find its way to the surface through leaks, pipeline spills and 
yeoloyic activity. They also rightly argue that carbon capture em-
]?1oyc•d in the burning of fossil fuels does not wean us from these harmful fiicls. The entire 
mining, drilling and pipelinc intrastruc- tOTE  W'OuJd still be prwsetit  and require capital  in 
vestment  that could be spcnt on renewables.
Perhaps more to the point, environmentalists point out that carbcn capture generally does i«›t  
vork. FutureGen Alliance. backed by the U.S. Department of Energy, attempted to demon- strate 
carbon capture at a coal-fired power pJant in Illinois. After spending $1.65 billion, DOE suspended 
the project in 2015. More recently, Chevron conc‹xled that ‹t has fallen short of its carbon 
capture targets after spending $3 billion on a project in Australia. Throughout this period, the 
cost of st›lar and wind prt›jects has Jilunurieted.
Undeterred, a bipartisan group of legislators recently sent a letter to House and Senate leadership 
outlining a legislative
program for breathing sonic life into the carbon capture concept. Many of these legislators hail 
from oil and coal-producing states, including David McKinle)• wht› represents West Virginia's 1st 
Congrcssiona1 District.
The letter proposes a “targeted suite of carbon management policies,” including the buiJdout of 
regional CO2 transport and storage networks, enriching the Jx  credit available for carbon
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capture projects, and *robust funding” for commercial scale carbon capture pilot projGcis. They  
urged Congressional  leaders to pass several pending  bills that  would amend current  law' to 
achieve all these goals.
Notably these legislators also ur*e reformin* the law to incen- tivize utilities to retrofit 
existing cr›al-fired units with carbon cap- ture technology, I ai3i tiorfaiiily no expert, but 
these bills seem to dress up carbon capture in virtuous language, while really aiminy to bolster 
the coal and oiher f‹r.ssil fuel .industries. Rep. McKin- ley has proposed one of those, called the 
“Net-Negative Carbon Dioxide Biueload Power Act.' This bill would have the Secretary of Energy 
be*in a i Ctroht progfalTl .for existing coal-fired plants that nose at least 70 per cent coal.
Perhaps friendlier to the environment overall is the direct air c‹ipture methixl for removing 
carbon. The technology for this has existed on a small scale for many years — ii is wha enables air 
insi‹1e a submarine to be reused. One recent venture in Iceland will t:se a chemical called sorbent 
to capture carbon contained in the air circulating through. Once it is fully operational, the 
project w'ill capture 400tl metric tons of carbon each year. The size of
this experimental operation will sun   be eclipsed  by t›ne in the Southwestern U,S,
The ultimate question is whether ihe cost of capturing a ton of carbon by di.rect air capture can 
be brought down to around Sl0ti. This will be a difficult target to meet — the est   incurred by 
Climeworks, the company building the Iceland project, is expobefit per ton. But if costs can 
ultimately be reduced to around S35fi per ton. ihese experimental  projects may reveal enoup•h 
promise to attract the funding necessary to improve the technoltig•qy  and dr.ive costs down.
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GIVE THE GJFT OF MEMBERSHIP!
ALL of your dues will stay here to support local PVAS efforts and help us grow!  And here's what 
you'll get:
J0Jo member discount on program fees, facility rentals, and birthday parties.
•     A subscription to our bi-monthly newsletter, la/ley Views,
and twice monthly e-newsletter, Heads Up, PVAS!
•     Free or reduced admission to participating nature centers/museums.
•     Discounts to participating local businesses.

Gift Membership Form

To purchase a gift membership,  send in the form below with an enclosed  check. Dues are 
S50/household, 535/teacher  (covering membership for everyone in your household for one year, or 
520/ full-time adult student (benefits apply to member only). Make the check out to“PVAS'’ For more 
details on membership, go to: www  potomacaudubon orq/support/'become-a-member/..


Your Name:                                                                                 
Recipient's Name:                                                                        
Recipient‘s Address:                                                                  
                                        State.        Zip code:                    

Recipient's E-mail:                                                                           

Recipient's Phone (optional):                                                             

Pleae note if you'd like us to mail your gift membership directly to the recipient of your choice, 
or to you. lfyou*d like us to mai! it directly to the recipient, also note when you would like it 
to be mailed.





Are you interested in learning nhouf)fOfff local env'ironment andpzoviding voIuo6/e education and 
service to your community.
The Potomac Valley Master Naturalists invite you to apply to join the
2022 Master Naturalist Program.
Applications will be available starting November 1, 2021 and will be due January 31, 2022.
Classes and field study will begin in the spring of 2022.
Applications can be found at PVMN.org. Please email PVMNAPotomacAudubon.org with any questions.
Ciip and mail this form to: Membership Chair, PVAS PO Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

Thank you for your support!

About the National Audubon Society
National Audubon has a membership program that is separate from PVAS, To become a National member, 
go to the Society's website at www.audubon.org, and click on“join'’If you join National Audubon and 
reside in Berkeley, Jefferson, or Morgan counties in West Virginia, or in Washington County 
Maryland, OM Will automatically become an affiliate of PVAS, but not a  full PVAS member. 
Affiliates will have access to our commu- nications, and invitations to our events. However, all 
National
Audubon dues go to the National Audubon Society and are not shared with PVAS. We heartily invite 
you to become a dues-pay- ing member of both organizations.
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The Potomac Valley AiJ&ubon kocrefy meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wedn  sda   of each month, 
Septem  e through May. Programs are free and open to the public. For additional information about 
PVAS or its programs and activities, please contact any of the board members listed here or see ht  
 :/           oto   aca  dubon or   PVAS serves the  Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia and 
neighboring Washington County, Maryland.




PVAS BOARD
PVAS Board meet- ings take place the first Thursday of every other month (Septem- ber through 
June).
Meetings are open to all PVAS members. Please contact the President or Vice President if you would 
like to attend.
All Offers  Boa.rd.4feinbers  anJ Sta@con be contacted of 681-2S2-1387. PV.4S Officers and Board 
Members (year of term e.rpiration izi parentheses}
President:                                                                                          
                     Jim Cummins (2023)
Past President:..............,.                                                                     
                Suzanne Offut (2023)
Vice President..........................................,.                                          
            Ginp•er Hawkins (2023)
Secretary.                                                                                          
                 Carolyn Thomas (2022)
Treasurer:                                                                                          
                 Stephen Paradis (2021)
Board Members-at-Large.                                                                           
Pattv Barn Bachner (2022)
..............................................        . .Susan Brookreson f2022)
......................................................           . . Dana Fogle (2023)
............................................           . . hlelissa Gonzalez (2023)
..................................................         .. Ginger H.ankins (2022)
.............................................           ... Wil Hershberger  (2022)
..................................................      ..Georgia Jeppesen (2022)
..........................................................    ...Pete Mulford (2023)
........................................        ...Patti Mulkeen-Corley (2023)
..H   rb      b   cord
M       L       R              ?20:3)
:::::::  :::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::: :::::::                R  d Snyder (2023)
...........................                                      ...Keith Unger (2023)
Emerif   Board Member:                                                                              
                        Jean Neelv
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